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PHILIPPIANS, crap. 1. VER, 21. 


FOR ME TO LIVE IS CHRIST, AND TO DIE 
IS GAIN, | 


HIS Epiſtle to the Philippians is one of the 

molt affectionate of all them that were writ- 

ten by Saint Paul, who, in zeal for the truths of 
the Goſpel, and unwearied endeavours to pro- 
mote them, was the greateſt of all the Apoſtles. 
It is one continued expreſſion of the warmeſt con- 
cern for the intereſt of the religion of Chriſt, 
and the ſalvation of ſouls, of the greateſt indiffe- 
rence about the enjoyments, and contempt of all 
the ſufferings of this life, and of the moit ardent 
deſires after the | Joys and glories of the next: And 
the whole of it is written in ſo divine a manner, 
that it ſeems almoſt impoſſible to read it with any 
degree of attention, without being in ſome mea- 
ſure like Saul among the Prophets, who no,ſooner 
heard their converſation and propheſies, but he 
became a Prophet too. It was written from Rome, 
where the Apoſtle was a priſoner for the Goſpel of 
. Chriſt, And the general deſign of it is to ſet 
before the Phil;ppians his own example, as a pat- 
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tern for them to copy after, and to preſs upon 
them the imitation of that zeal, love and joy in the 
Goſpel, ſo eminently difplayed in his own life, and 
of that heavenly-mindednefs which he ſo ardently 
breathes. 

In the preceding verſe he expreſſes his per- 
ſuaſion, that Chriſt would be magnified in his body, 
yon by life or death; and he gives the rea- 

on of it in the words of the text, For me to live 
is Chriſt, and to die is gain. In which words we 
have the great buſineſs of the Apoſtle's life: For 
me to live is Cbriſt, —and the benefit he ſhould 
reap by death—and to die is gain. And in theſe 
two the advantages of living and dying are com- 
pared one with another. He knew that for him 
to live longer in this world would be for the glory 
of Chriſt, and the good of his Church; but for 
him to die ſoon would be for his own benefit and 
advantage. Betwixt theſe two he was in a ſtrait 
which to chuſe. But which ſoever of them ſhould 
happen, his mind was quite eaſy and compoſed, 
as he was perſuaded that by either of them Chrift 
ſhould be magnified in his body. The honour of a 
Redeemer was his chief concern, and when this 
was promoted, life or death were intirely indiffe- 
rent to him. 

There is nothing in the words that requires any 
particular explication, except the firſt clauſe, For 
me to live is Cbriſt. And not to waſte your time 
in repeating all that commentators have ſaid upon 
it, the ſenſe to which it is reſtricted by the con- 
text ſeems to be this, For me to live is Cbriſt; that 
is, The grand motive which makes me willing 
to live in a world of ſo much ſin and miſery, as 
the preſent is, is the glory of my Redeemer and 
Lord; while my life is preſerved, Chriſt is the ſole 
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object and end of all my ſchemes and actions; 
and the principal buſineſs of it is to promote a 
ſincere faith in his name, and a ſtrict conformity 
to his example and precepts: And I am convinced 
that the event will anſwer my endeavours ; ſo 
that if I live, Chriſt ſhall be magnified, and his 
honour adyanced by me. This mode of expreſ- 
ſion, For me to live is Chriſt, may appear to ſome 
readers uncommon and obſcure; but phraſes 
nearly ſimilar occur in the new teſtament. Chriſt 
is ſaid to be in us the hope of glory, Coloſ. i. 27. 
becauſe he is not only the great foundation of our 
hopes of mercy and favour with God, but the 
efficient cauſe of all our hopes of eternal happineſs, 
And Coloſ. iii. 4. Chriſt is ſaid to be our life, as 
he is the Author of our new and ſpiritual life here, 
and of our glorious life in heayen, and at the 
ſame time the bleſſed object of all the actions of 
it. And much to the ſame purpole, ſays the 
Apoſtle in the text, For me to live is Chriſt, he was 
the great end and final cauſe of his life, and of all 
the actions and defigns of it. What the Apoſtle 
affirms here concerning himſelf, is equally true of 
every real Chriſtian and faithful Miniſter of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, who may, each of them in their 
different ſpheres, though in an inferior degree, ſay 
as the Apoſtle did, without oftentation and va- 
nity, For me to live is Chriſt, and to die is gain. 
* He is the ſupreme end of my life, and of all 
„ the actions 1 it, and J value it only as it is ca- 
« pable of being referred to the purpoſes of his 
& glory. And in conſequence of this % die is 
gain; becauſe this diſpoſition and propenſity of 
« my foul is an evidence of my intereſt in the 
love of my Redeemer, who is Lord of the in- 
8s“ viſible as well as the viſible world; and I am 
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& well ſatisfied that he will make the moſt aburys 
c dant provifion for my eternal felicity, when I 
« lay down this fading life, and enrich me with 
“ infinitely more important bleſſings than any 
« which I muſt then reſign.” | 

For the farther illuſtration of the text, F will - 

I.. Shew in what reſpects it is true of every 
Chriſtian, and particularly of every faithful Mi- 
niſter, that for him to live is Chriſt. 

II. Upon what accounts, for them to die is gain. 
III. The connection and influence which living 
to Chriſt hath to make death to be gain. 


And, laſtly, Suggeſt ſome uſeful refleftions 


as the improvement of the ſubject. 


I am then, I. To ſhew in what reſpects it is 
true of every Chriſtian, and particularly of every 
faithful Miniſter, that for him to live is Chriſt. 

And, with reſpect to every Chriſtian, for him to 
live is Chriſt; 1. As he is indebted to him for natural 
life, and the continuance of it. We are told by St. 
John, chap. i. ver. 3, 4. that all things were made 
by Chriſt, and without him was not any thing made 
that was made. In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. And what theſe things are 
which were made by him, we are informed of by 
the Apoſtle to the Coloſſians, chap. 1. ver. 16. 
For by him were all things created that are in heaven, 
and that are in earth, viſible and inviſible, whether 
they be Thrones or Dominions, or Principalities or 
Powers. All things were created by him, and for 
bim. Every creature, from the higheſt angel 


to the loweſt worm, received its life and exiſtence 
from Chriſt; and the whole human race is the 


workmanſhip of his hands, He is the Former of 
our bodies, and the Father of our ſpirits. He 
clothed us with ſkin and fleſh, fenced us about 
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with bones and ſinews, and breathed into us rea- 
ſonable and immortal ſouls. And as he made 
us and all things, ſo by him all things do con- 
ſiſt, Coloſ. 1. 17. and he upholds them by the Word 
of his power. It 1s owing to the conſtant energy 
of the divine power of the Son of God that we 
are continued in life, and have the means of ſub- 
ſiſtence. For he gives us lite and favour, and b 
his viſitation we are preſerved. And if he with- 
draw his preſerving hand, we return again to the 
duſt of which our bodies were formed. Now for 
us to live is Chriſt, as he is the Author and Pre- 
ſerver of our natural life; for in him we live, and 
move, and have our being: And in this ſenſe, he 
is the life of all living things, which were made 
by his power, wiſdom and goodneſs, and are con- 
tinued by him in that beauty, uſefulneſs and order, 
in which we behold them. And here, by the bye, 
it may be obſerved, that Chriſt is more than a 
mere man, or a created God, and 1s truly God, 
equal with the Father, in power, glory, and 
every divine perfection; ſince creation and pre- 
ſervation are acts of the ſupreme Deity. But 

2. For a Chriſtian to live is Chriſt, becauſe he 
is the Author and Promoter of his ſpiritual and 
divine life. God made man at firſt after his own 
image, and adorned him with all the beauties of 
holineſs. He endowed him with a clear and juſt 
underſtanding, whereby he knew what was neceſ- 
ſary to his happineſs : With rectitude of will, by 
which he had a propenſity to virtue, and an ab- 
horrence of vice: With holineſs in his affections, 
they being pure and regular, ſubject to the con- 
troul of realon and the will of God, 
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But man, being in honour, dd not continue 
Jong in that happy ſtate. He ſinned in eating the 
fruit of the forbidden tree, -and put all the powers 
of his ſoul and body into the utmoſt diſorder. 
Hereby the underſtanding became dark and blind, 
eſpecially as to ſpiritual things; the will irregular 
and perverſe, full of enmity againſt God and his. 
law, and prone to purſue what 1s evil; the affec- 


tions are all ſet upon wrong objects, hating what 


we ought to love, and loving what we ought to 
hate; and the members of the body are ready in- 
ſtruments of unrighteouſneſs. Upon this account 
we are ſaid to be dead in treſpaſſes and fins, Epheſ. 


45 
When Chriſt comes in a day of power, he 
breathes upon the dry and dead bones, and in- 
fuſes the principles of ſpiritual life into the ſoul. 
He himſelf told his diſciples, becauſe live, ye ſhall 
live alſo, John xiv. 19. And ſays St. Paul, Ne- 
vertheleſs I live, yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me: 
And the life which I now live in the fleſh, T live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 

gave kimſelf for me Gal. ii. 20. 
This ſpiritual liſe of a Chriſtian is a life of 
faith, of holineſs, and of peace. A life of faith 
and dependance upon God through Chriſt, for all 
we want. A life of holineſs, by endeavouring to 
render back unto God in a way of duty and obe- 
dience, whatever we rcceive from him in a way 
of mercy and grace. And a life of peace, ariſing 
from a comfortable ſenſe of the divine favour and 
love. This faith is the gift of God, and wrought 
in us by the ſpirit of Chriſt. Epheſ. ii. 8. 1 Cor. 
xii. 10. Holineſs is alſo his work. For we are 
bis workmanſhip created in Chriſt Feſus unto good 
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works, which bd bath before ordained, that we 


ſhould walk in them, Epl li. 10. 


The Chriſtian life is termed a participation of 


the Divine Nature, 2 Pet. j. 4. And believers are 


ſaid to be born again; to be new creatures; to be 
raiſed from the dead, unto newneſs of life. Of 
all this Chriſt is the Author: For he ſays, John 
xiv. 6. I am the way, the truth, and the life. 

And Chriſt is our life, not only becauſe he im- 
plants in the ſoul thoſe principles of holineſs and 
virtue, in which the ſpiritual life doth conſiſt ; but 
becauſe he gives thoſe ſupplies of grace by which 
it is preſerved and advanced. I hath pleaſed the 
Father, that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell. Colo. 
i. 19. And of his fulneſs have all we received, and 
grace for grace. John i. 16. The {ſaints in Scrip- 
ture aſcribe their proficiency 1n religion, and per- 
ſeverance, to the grace of God. I will go in 
the ſtrength of the Lord God: I will make mention 
of thy righteouſneſs, even of thine only, ſays David, 
Pſal. Ixxi. 16. They that wait upon the Lord ſball 
renew their ſtrength; they ſhall! mount up with wings 
as eagles, they fhall run and not be weary, and they 
ſhall walk and not faint. Iſaiah xl. 31. It is owing 
to the care of Chriſt, and the conſtant ſupplies of 
his grace, that the divine life is preſerved in our 
ſouls, that we make any progreſs in religion, and 
are kept by faith unto ſalvation. Thus for a 
Chriſtian to live is Chriſt, as he is the Author and 


Promoter of the divine life in his ſoul. 


. 


3. For a Chriſtian to live is Chrift, as he is 
wholly devoted to his ſervice. He conſiders his 


Redeemer as Lord and Proprietor of his natural 


life, as having alſo redeemed him from hell and 
deſtruction, with the ineftimable price of his 
blood, and having given him, in the Goſpel, a 
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law of liberty; and therefore he fnounces every 
other lord and maſter, and yields himſelf unto 
Chriſt, ſoul, body and ſpirit, with a fixed and de- 
termined purpoſe to be his, and employ himſelf, 
and all his power and influence, for his Redeemer, 
and for him only. Though other Lords have had 
dominion over him, he intirely diſclaims them, 
calls him his Lord and his God; makes mention of 
his name and calls himſelf by it. He does this 


from the fulleſt conviction of the Redeemer's right 


to his ſervice, gives up himſelf to the Lord with- 
out the leaſt limitation or reſerve, and with the 
greateſt ſincerity and pleaſure ; and that not for 
any determinate time, but for ever and ever. He 
Jays with the Pſalmiſt, O Lord, I am thy ſervant, 
truly I am thy ſervant, thou haſt looſed my bonds, Pal. 
cxvi. 16. This God is our God for ever and ever. 
Pſal. xlvili. 14. 

4. For a Chriſtian to live is Chriſt, as the ad- 
vancing the glory of Chriſt is the ultimate and 


chief end of his life. We are required, whether 


We eat or drink, or what{oever we do, io do all to 
the glory of God, 1 Cor. x. 31. And we are di- 
rected how to do this. 9 herefore glorify God in 
your body, and in your ſpirit, which are God's, 1 Cor. 
vi. 20. 

The Chriſtian who is under che influence of 
religion, is not ſo mean as to make the things of 
this world the ſcope of his actions; but as he is 
of a divine original, and born from above, he does 
not live unto himſelf, but unto the Lord. And 
a good man makes God's glory the end of his life, 
when a ſpirit of piety and juſtice, of meekneſs and 
charity, of temperance and humility, influences 
his heart and actions, and when he abounds in all 


the fruits of a holy converſation, For, ſays our 
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Saviour, Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear 
much fruit, John xv. 8. Our own ſalvation is in- 
timately connected with the glory of God; and 
the more we advance the Divine honour, the more 
we promote our own happineſs. And it is the 
pleaſure of every ſincere Chriſtian to have « 154 
tunities of enlarging the boundaries of Chriſt 
kingdom, and of recommending religion to thi 
choice and eſteem of others : And life is a burden 
to him, when he cannot be any longer uſetul, 
Thus for a Chriſtian to live is Chriſt, as he aims 
at his glory, and makes the advancement of his 
religion the great deſign of all his actions. 

5. A real Chriſtian can ſay, For me to live is 
Chriſt, becauſe he makes his laws the rule of his 
life. Our Saviour came not into the world to 
aboliſh the law, but to fulfil it. And he is lo far 
from indulging his diſciples in fin and wickednets, 
that he enjoins the utmoſt purity of heart and 
manners. The laws of the Goſpel are a tranſcript 
of the Divine perfections, all holy, juſt and good, 
preſcribe rules to the inward as well as the out- 
ward man, and reſpect the whole of our duty to 
God, to our neighbour, and ourſelves. And the 
Chriſtian, who is ſuch in truth and in dee. will 
yield, 1. A ſincere obedience to the laws of Chriſt. 
God is a Spi.itz and they who worſhip him muſt 
worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth. He demands 
the heart, and defires truth in the inward parts, 
And unleſs we ſerve God with our hearts, our 
ſervices are but bodily labour which profiterh not. 
2. An univerſal obedience. He will not pick 
and chuſe out of the divine laws, that he may 
only obſerve ſuch of them as are eaſieſt, and leait 
oppoſite to his worldly intereſt and natural incli— 
nations, and neglect or diſobey the reſt ; but he 
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will deeline no duty, however difficult or expen- 
five, or contrary to fleſh and blood. For who- 
ſerver ſhall keep the whole law, and yet ſhall of- 
fend in one point, be js guilty of all, James 11. 
10. 3. His obedience will be equal and uniform ; 
it will not be by fits and ſtarts, but regular and 
conſtant; and upon every known fin and tranſ- 
greſſion, he will make haſte to recover himſelf by 
repentance and reformation. 4. His obedience 
will be growing and perſevering. If we are care- 
ful to keep the commandments of Chriſt, we will 
be always aſpiring after higher degrees of holi- 
neſs, and a nearer conformity to God, that we 
may be perfect, as our Father in heaven is perfect. 
We mult never be weary in well- doing; but endure 
unto the end, that we may be ſaved; and be 
faithful unto the death, that we may receive the 
crown of life. We muſt not draw back from his 
ſervice, notwithſtanding any diſcouragements or 
oppoſition which we may meet with from the ene- 
mies of our ſalyation. | 

6. A real Chriſtian can ſay, For me to live is 
Chrift, as he is the pattern and exemplar of his 
lite. Our Lord came into the world, not only to 
deliver us from the wrath to come, by giving his 
life a ranſom for many ; but to ſet us an example, 
that. we might follow his ſteps, And as he was 
holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparated from ſin- 
ners: So the ſame mind ought to be in us that 
was allo in him. He that ſaith he abideth in bim; 
ought himſelf alſo ſo to walk, even as be walked, 
1 John 11, 6. He hath given us an example iu 
pur nature, exhibiting the ſame duties which are 
required of us, under the ſame circumſtances of 
difficulty and temptation to which we are expoſed. 
Ir hath peculiar charms to engage us to imitate 


ns 
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it; and it is adapted to the uſe of perſons of 
every rank and condition of life. He was the 
gteateſt perſonage that ever appeared upon the 
earth; and therefore is a proper example for thoſe 
who are in the moſt exalted ſtations to copy after. 
And as he was expoſed to all the hardſhips of 
poverty and ſuffering, he is a ſuitable e for 
1 the poor and diſtreſſed. Every one of us ſhould 
f manifeſt in theſe our mortal bodies the life of 
Jeſus, and carefully imitate him. 

0 1. In the exerciſe of love to God. The heart 
of Chriſt glowed with a ſupreme love to his 
heavenly Father : His honour lay always near his 
heart; and he was well pleaſed to undergo the 
loweſt abaſement to advance the glory of- God. 
Hence, at the cloſe of life, he could appeal to 
his Father, and ſay, I have glorified thee on earth: 
I have finiſhed the work which thou gaveſt me to do, 
John xvu. 4. 

þ 2. We muſt imitate Chriſt, by truſting in God 
\ at all times. When his diſciples wanted him not 
| to go up to Jeruſalem, becaufe the Jews ſought to 
ſtone him, he refuſed to comply with their deſire, 
being firmly perſuaded that God would ſtand by 
him, and preſerve him. John xi. 9, io. When one 
of his diſciples drew a ſword in his defence, he 
both expreſſed his diſlike of the action, and his 
truſt in his Father's readineſs to help him. Think- 
eft thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and 
he ſhall preſently give me more than twelve legions of 
angels, Math. xxvi. 53. The ſame truſt in God he 
teſtified to the laſt; and when he was hanging 
upon the croſs, he told the penitent thief, that He 
ſhould that day be with him in Paradiſe, Luke 


XX111, 43, 
Ca 3. We 
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will deeline no duty, however difficult or expen- 
five, or contrary to fleſh and blood. For who. 
ſoever ſhall keep the whale law, and yet ſhall of- 
fend in one point, be js guilty of all, James ii. 
10. 3. His obedience will be equal and uniform ; 
it will not be by fits and ſtarts, but regular and 
conſtant; and upon every known fin and tranſ- 
greſſion, he will make haſte to recover himſelf by 
repentance and reformation. 4. His obedience 
will be growing and perſevering. If we are care- 
ful to keep the commandments of Chriſt, we will 
be always aſpiring after higher degrees of holi- 
neſs, and a nearer conformity to God, that we 
may be perfect, as our Father in heaven is perfect. 
We mult never be weary in well; doing; but endure 
unto the end, that we may be ſaved; and be 
faithful unto the death, that we may receive the 
crown of life. We muſt not draw back from his 
ſervice, notwithſtanding any diſcouragements or 
oppoſition which we may meet with from the ene- 
mies of our ſalvation. | 

6, A real Chriſtian can ſay, For me to live is 
Chriſt, as he is the pattern and exemplar of his 
lite. Our Lord came into the world, not only to 
deliver ys from the wrath to come, by giving his 
life a ranſom for many; but to ſet us an example, 
that. we might follow his ſteps, And as he was 
holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparated from ſin- 
ners: So the fame mind ought to be in us that 
was allo in him. He that ſaith he abideth in bim; 
ought himſelf alſo ſo to walk, even as be walked, 
1 John ii, 6. He hath given us an example in 
pur nature, exhibiting the ſame duties which are 
required of us, under the ſame circumſtances of 
difficulty and temptation to which we are expoſed. 
Ir hath peculiar charms to engage us to imitate 
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it; and it is adapted to the uſe of perſons of 
every rank and condition of life. He was the 
gteateſt perſonage that ever appeared upon the 
earth; and therefore is a proper example tor thoſe 
who are in the moſt exalted ſtations to copy after. 
And as he was expoſed to all the hardſhips of 
poverty and ſuffering, he is a ſuitable eg for 
the poor and diſtreſſed. Every one of us ſhould 
manifeſt in theſe our mortal bodies the life of 
Jeſus, and carefully imitate him. 

1. In the exerciſe of love to God. The heart 
of Chriſt glowed with a ſupreme love to his 
heavenly Father : His honour lay always near his 
heart; and he was well pleaſed to undergo the 
loweſt abaſement to advance the glory of- God. 
Hence, at the cloſe of life, he could appeal to 
his Father, and ſay, I have glorified thee on earth 
I have finiſhed the work which thou gaveſt me to do, 
John xvii. 4. 

2. We muſt imitate Chriſt, by truſting in God 
at all times. When his diſciples wanted him not 
to go up to Jeruſalem, becaufe the Jews ſought to 
ſtone him, he refuſed to comply with their defire, 
being firmly perſuaded that God would ſtand by 
him, and preſerve him. John xi. 9, 10. When one 
of his diſciples drew a ſword in his defence, he 
both expreſſed his diſlike of the action, and his 
truſt in his Father's readineſs to help him. Think- 
eſt thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and 
he ſhall preſently give me more than twelve legions of 
angels, Math. xxvi. 33. The ſame truſt in God he 
teſtified to the laſt; and when he was' hanging 
upon the croſs, he told the penitent thief, that He 
ſhould that day be with him in Paradiſe, Luke 
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2. We mult imitate Chriſt in his piety and de- 


votion. He was the molt pious perlon that ever 
lived. Though he had no fins to confeſs, and few 
ſecular things to pray for, which ſend us to our 
prayers ; yet he frequently retired from the world, 
and employed himſelf in ſecret converſe with 
God. He was molt regular in attending upon 
public worſhip ; and often ſpent whole nights in 
prayer upon the cold mountains. If the ſacrifice 
of devotion was not always burning, yet the fire 
which conſumed it was always alive. 

4. Chriſt hath fer us an eminent example of 
obedience and reſignation to the will of God. 
Having undertaken to be the Father's ſervant, he 
came into the world to do his will; and he rec- 
koned it as his meat to do the will of bim that ſent 
him, and to finiſh his work, John 1v. 34. In the 
performance of it, he ſtrictly obſerved the in- 
itructions which his Father gave him. He did 
not decline the moſt difficult and painful ſervices, 
but was obedient unto the death, even the death of 
the croſs. Without a repining thought, or a mur- 
muring word, he endured the contradiction of 
finners againſt himſelf, and the greateſt ſufferings 
that ever were inflicted upon any innocent perſon. 
He went through the whole barbarous tragedy of 
his murder with an intire reſignation to his Fa- 
ther's Will. Not my Will, but thy Will be done, 
was his language to his Father in heaven, when 


about to ſuffer all that the juſtice of God, the 


fury of devils, and the cruelty of men were ready 
to inflict upon him. 

3. We are to imitate Chriſt in his diſintereſted 
jove and compaſſion for the ſouls and bodies of 
men. For the benefit of the human race, he 


came from the boſom of the Father, and the ple- 
nitude 
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nitude of celeſtial glory; and was made fleſh, 
and dwelt among us; lived a life of penury and 
ſorrow, and died a painful and accurſed death. 
Greater love hath no man man this, that a man lay 
down his life for bis friends, John xv. 13. But God 
commendeth his love towards us, in that while we 
were yet ſinners, Chriſt died for us, Rom. v. 8. His 
love was not confined to any diſtinctions of men: 
He conſidered the whole human race, as one great 
family, of which God 1s Head : He hved and died 
for the benefit of mankind ; and the conſtancy of 
his love appeared in his always going about and 
doing good, 

6. He was an illuſtrious example of humility 
and meekneſs. He veiled his divinity with the 
rags of our humanity, appeared in a poor and 
afflicted condition, and was ſo ſwallowed up in the 
ſenſe of the Divine perfections, that he was as no- 
thing in his own eyes. Inſtead of working his 
miracles out of oſtentation and pride, he often 
ſtrictly charged thoſe who ſaw him work them, to 
conceal them; and when the glory of God re- 
quired the publication of them, he inſtructed thoſe 
who ſaw him do them, to aſcribe them not to 
himſelf, but unto his Father, by whoſe power he 
wrought them. 

As to meekneſs of temper, and forgiving of 
injuries, though he met with the groſſeſt inſults 
and provocations, yet he conſtantly maintained 
the greateſt compoſure of foul. When he was re- 
viled, he reviled not again ; when he ſuffered, he 
threatened not. Though he ſtood in no need of 
forgiveneſs from men, and could, if he had 
pleaſed, have revenged himſelf upon his ene- 
mies; yet with his laſt breath he declared his for- 

giveneſs 
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giveneſs and charity. Father, forgive them; for 
they know not what they do, Luke xxiii. 34. 

7. He hath likewiſe ſet us an amiable pattern 
of ſelf-government, of contempt of this world, 
and all its grandeur and pleaſures,—of content- 
ment, — and heavenly-mindedneſs. His life way 
filled with mortifications and hardſhips: He was 
pleaſed with the moſt common fare, and ſuch as 
came in his way. He travelled much upon foot, 
expoſed to the inclemency of the weather, and 
was wholly ſuperior to the pleaſures of appetite 
and ſenſe. His heart and converſation were in- 
tirely in heaven; and though he was ſometimes 
ſo poor, as to live upon the charity of others, yet 
he was perfectly contented with his ſtate, 

Laſtly, He was an illuſtrious example of obe- 
dience to his earthly parents, and of a peaceable 
and inoffenſive behaviour. It is ſaid, He went 
down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was 
ſubject unto them, Luke ii. 51. He conformed 
himſelf, both unto human and divine inſtitutions ; 
and rendered unto Cæſar the things that are Cæ- 
ſars; and unto God, the things that are God's. 

Such was the life and actions of the bleſſed 
Jeſus. And every Chriſtian will ſtudy carefully 
to copy after his divine pattern. For him to live 
will be Chriſt, as he will always have his exam- 
ple in his eye, and make it the main concern of 
his life to tranſcribe it in his actions. 

Having thus ſhewn in what reſpects it is true of 
every Chriſtian, that for him to live is Chriſt; 1 
proceed, | 

II. To ſhew that, for a faithful Minifter, eſpe- 
cially, to live is Chriſt. And this in the 

1ſt place, As the advancement of Chriſt's king- 
dom in the world 1s the end of all his miniſtra- 
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tions, and the thing which makes his moſt ar- 
duous labours eaſy and delightful. He receives 
his call and commiſſion to preach the Goſpel from 
Chriſt, otherwiſe he runs vithout being ſent. And, 
having devoted himſelf to the ſervice of God in 
the Goſpel of his Son, he does not preach him- 
ſelf, but Chriſt Jeſus our Lord; and is willing to 
ſpend, and to be ſpent in his ſervice. He takes a 
real pleaſure 1n publiſhing the word of ſalvation, 
and in being in any meaſure inſtrumental in turn- 
ing men from darkneſs unto light; and from the 
power of Satan unto the ſervice of the living God. 
This was the great aim of St. Paul's miniſtry. 
With unwearied diligence he travelled from coun— 
try to country, preaching the Goſpel of a cruci- 
fied Saviour; and he had ſuch delight in the pro- 
moting his intereſt, that he gloried in reproaches, 
in perils, and 1n perſecutions upon his account. 

2, A faithful Miniſter of the Goſpel does actual- 
ly advance the glory of Chriſt both by his public 
and private inſtructions and exhortations. He 
will inſiſt much upon man's loſt and undone ſtate 
by nature, his utter inability to ſave himſelf, and 
his need of a Saviour; he will open up and ex- 
plain the divine and mediatory glory of the Re- 
deemer, and ſo recommend him to the faith, the 
love and obedience of his audience. He can ſay, 
as St. Paul did, 1 Cor. 11. 2. I am determined not 
to know any thing among you, ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and 
him crucified. He will not accommodate his diſ- 
courſes to the falſe taſte of a degenerate age, nor 
handle the Word of God deceitfully ; but he will 
preach the Goſpel in its native ſimplicity and pu- 
rity, and not ſhun to declare all the counſel of 
God. Convinced that there is not ſalvation in 

any other but a crucihed Saviour, be preaches 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt crucified, unto the Fews a ſtumbling block, and 
#nto the Greeks fooliſhneſs ; but unto them which are 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Chriſt the power of 
. God, and the wiſdom of God, 1 Cor. 1. 23, 24. 


The Chriſtian Miniſter will not think that he 


hath done his duty by preaching only the 
doctrines of the Goſpel, but will carefully incul- 
cate all the moral virtues, And when this 1s done 
upon Chriſtian principles and motives, 1t 1s preach- 
ing Chriſt, and the grace of God, which teacheth 
us to deny all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and 
to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this pre- 
ſent world. He will adapt his diſcourſes to the 
capacities of his audience, and bring them to 
the level of the moſt vulgar underſtanding; and 
he will always endeavour to make thoſe who hear 
him wiſer and better, even wiſe unto ſalvation. 

A faithful Miniſter, whoſe aim is to win ſouls 
to Chriſt, and to form them to a divine temper 
and life, will conſtantly have a regard to the various 
caſes of them who are under his paſtoral care. 
He will denounce the terrors of the law to alarm 
the ſinner; and the grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, to make him fly for refuge, to lay hold 
upon the hope ſet before him. He will ſhew the 
backſlider the ingratitude and danger of his con- 
duct with a view to reclaim him. He will com- 
fort the ſpiritual mourner with thoſe conſolations 


of God that are neither ſmall nor few. He will 


recommend to the tempted, the ſhield of faith, 
wherewith they ſhall be able to quench all the 
fiery darts of the wicked one. And to them who 
are bowed down with bodily afflictions, he will ſug- 
geſt ſuch grounds of reſignation, patience, and 
comfort, as to make them ſay with St. Paul, 


As the ſufferings of Chrift abound in us, ſo our con- 
ſolation 
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folation alſo aboundeth by Chriſt, 2 Cor. i. 5. We 
faint not, for though our outward man periſh yet 


the zaward man is renewed day by day, 2 Cor. iv. 
16. In a word, to gain, ſinners to a conformity to 


Chriſt, and to obedience to his laws, 1s what the 


faithful Miniſter aims at in all his public and pri- 
vate inſtructions and exhortations, 

The Apoltle Paul was honoured with much 
ſucceſs in his labours, and a happy inſtrument of 
converting many thouſands unto the taith and 
obedience of the Gotpel And every conſcien- 
tious Miniſter of Chriit will have ſome ſeals of his 
miniſtry, ſome of whom he can ſay, In Chriſt Jeſuss 
have I begetten you through the Goſpel ;, and who 
will be to him his crown of Joy and rejoicing in 
the day of Chriſt. 

3. A Miniſter of the Goſpel advances the glory 
of Chriſt, by his conſtant and earneſt prayers to 
the God of all grace, for the converſion and ſal- 
vation of ſinners. The-effettual fervent prayer of 
a righteous man, ſaith St. James, avazileth much, iii. 
16. St. Paul in almoſt every Epiltle tells thoſe to 


whom he wrote, that he was frequent and impor- 


tunate in prayers and ſupplications for them, Rom, 
i. 9. For God is my witneſs, whom I ſerve with my 
ſpirit, in the Goſpel of his Son, that without ceaſing 
mate mention of you always in my prayers , and 
2 Tim. i. 3. 1 thank God whom 1 ſerve from my 
forefathers with pure conſcience, that without ceaſing 
I have remembrance of thee in my prayers day and 
night. A faithful paſtor like Moſes ſtands in the 
breach to avert God's judgments from his people, 

and to draw down bleflings from heaven upon 
them, when they deſerve a curſe. And ſurely to pre- 


ſerve them from wrath for whom Chrilt died, and 
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to procure mercies for them is much to the glary 
of Chrilt. 

4. A faithful Miniſter, by the ſanctity and ex- 
emplarineſs of his manners, is a living example 
of Chriit among his people ; and by this he main- 
tains and promotes a conformity to the life of 
Chriſt, Which 1; his glory. He carefully copies 
out all thoſe graces and virtues which ſhone with 
ſuch attractive luſtre in the Author and Finiſher 
of our faith; he imitates his Divine Maſter in love 
to God and men, in humility, meeknels, patience, 
fortitude, ſelf-denial, and heavenly-mindednets : 
And makes his light ſo ſhine before men, that 
they may ſee his good works, and glorify his Fa- 
ther which is in heaven. St. Paul exhorted the 
Corinthians, zo be followers of him, even as be Wis 
of Chriff, 1 Cor. xi. 1, 

Thus for a faithful Miniſter zo live ig Chrift. 

Let us UNProve what hath been delivered. 

1. In examining ourtelves, Whether for 4s 10 
live is Chriſt. Selt-examination is a neceſſary and 
important duty; and when properly performed, 
it tends much to our comfort and advancement in 
the divine life; and therefore 1s often inculcated 
in ſacred writ. Let a man examine himſelf, 1 Cor. 
xi. 28. Examine yourſelves, whether ye be in the 
faith , prove your ow ſelves : know ye not your own 
ſelves, how that Chriſt is in you, except ye be repro- 
bates, 2 Cor. Xill. 5. Have you been quick: 
ened from the death of ſin, and made alive unto 
God and righteouſneſs through Jeſus Chriſt ? 
Or have you only a name to hve, while you are 
ſpiritually dead, and ſtrangers to the power of 
godlineſs? Are you the devoted ſervants of the 
Lord, who have joined yourſelves unto him in 

@ perpetual covenant ? Or are you ſtill in league 

with 
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with Satan the enemy of God and holineſs ? Do 
you make the glory of God and your Redeemer 
the chief end of all your words and actions ? Or 
are you religious only from faſhion or worldly 
views? Do you make the laws of Chriſt the rule 
of your temper and conduct ? Do you ſerve him 
with willing minds; or do you put him off 
with a bodily ſervice? Do you make conſcience 
of keeping all his commandments, and think 
none of them grievous? Or is your obedience 
but partial; and do you obſerve only ſuch as you 
think eaſieſt, or moſt for your worldly advan- 
tage? Are you conſtant and uniform in Chriſt's 
ſervice; or do you obey him but by fits and 
ſtarts? Are you continually aſpiring after greater 
improvements in holineſs; or are you fatisfied 
with preſent attainments? Do you make Chrift 
the pattern of your life, and carefully imitate his 
example in love to God, and charity to men; in 
a firm truſt in God's providence, in piety and de- 
votion, in patience and reſignation, in meekneſs 
and humility, m temperance, in contentment, 
and heavenly-mindedneſs, and in obedience to 
lawful authority? Or are you lovers of plea— 
ſures more than lovers of God ? Do you mur- 
mur and repine at the diſpoſals of providence, 
and diſtruſt God's mercy and grace? Do you 
neglect family and ſecret devotion ? Are you im- 
patient under trials and afflictions? Are you 
paſſionate and proud, intemperate _ carthly- 

minded, and evil ſpeakers of dignitics and powers? 
—— Let me 1ntreat you to beg of God to aſſiſt 


you in making theſe inquiries; ſaying in the 


language of the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. xxvi. 2. Examine 


— 


me, O Lord, and prove me; try my reins and my 
beart. 
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Let you who upon this trial can fay, I truſt, 
I am alive unto God, and Chriſt is my life, 
bleſs and praiſe the Lord by whoſe power and 
grace you have been born againz and endeavour 
to hve as becometh the children-of God, and the 
followers of Chriit, by being holy as he who hath 
called you 1s holy; and be much in prayer to 
God for continued ſupplies of his grace and ſpi- 
rit, to ſtrengthen you with all might in the in- 
ward man, and to keep you by his power through 
faith unto ſalvation. And let me beſcech ſuch as 
are ſpiritually dead, and ſtrangers to the divine 
life of a Chriſtian, to think of their miſery and 
danger; and without delay to come to Chriſt that 
they may have life. 

2. We ſee here, the great duty of all the Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel. For them to live is 
Chriſt. His glory muſt be the end of all their 
miniſtrations, and the advancement of it the 
conſtant employment of their lives. They muſt 
be intirely devoted to the ſervice of Chriſt; and 
as it were be eat up with zeal for his honour and 
intereſt, They muſt preach the whole Goſpel of 
Chriſt. In dofrine fhewing uncorruptedneſs, gra- 
vity, fincerity and ſound ſpeech that cannot be con- 
demned. They muſt be inſtant in ſeaſon, and out 
of ſcaſon; and reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all 
long-ſuffering and dodtrine. They muſt pray much, 
and with great earneſtneſs for the ſucceſs of the 
Goſpel, that it may have free courſe and be glo- 
rified, in the converſion of multitudes of ſinners, 
and the eſtabliſhment and conſolation of believ- 
ers. They muſt alſo be burning and ſhining lights 
in the world, exemplary in their lives, edifying 
and inſtructive in their converſations ; in all 


things ſhewing themſetves patterns of good works. 
| 2. What 
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3. What a bleſſing is a faithful Miniſter of 
Chriſt. He brings good tidings of great joy; that 
God is in Chriſt reconciling the world unto him- 


ſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them. He 


exhorts and intreats all who hear him, by the 
mercies of God, the love of a Redeemer, and 
the value of their immortal fouls, to mind the 
things that belong to their peace, before they are 
hid from their eyes. He inſtructs them in the 
ſaving knowledge of the true God, and of Jeſus 
Chriſt whom he hath ſent; who is the Au- 
thor of eternal ſalvation unto all them that obey 


him. He travels in birth until Chriſt is formed 


in their ſouls, and tcaches them the divine art of 
holy living, that they may die a happy death. 
How beautiful are the feet of them that preach 
the Goſpel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good 
things! Rom. x. 5. Faithful Miniſters are the 


ſalt of the earth, to cure the growth of that cor- 


ruption 'and wickedneſs which prevails in it, and 
to ſeaſon men's minds with wiſdom and grace. 
And 1he light of the world to inſtruct and cheer it 
with the Ny influences of their doctrine and 
example. We ought from ſuch 7o receive with 
meekneſs the ingrafted word which is able to ſave our 


fouls, to obey them that hade the rule over us, and 
ſubmit ourſelves ;* for they watch for our ſouls as 


they that muſt give account, that they may do it 
with joy and not with grief , and to eſteem them 
very highly in love for their works ſake. 
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PHILIPPIANS, CHAP. 1. VER. 21. 


FOR ME TO LIVE IS CHRIST, AND TO DIE 
IS GAIN. 


N the firſt diſcourſe upon theſe words, I pro- 
poſed to ſhew, 1. In what reſpects it is true of 
every Chriſtian, and particularly of every faithful 
Miniſter, that for him e live is Chriſt, 2. Upon 
what accounts death is their gain 3. To con- 
ſider the connexion between them; or the influ- 
ence of a holy life to make a happy death. And 
having already ſhewn in what reſpects for every 
Chriſtian, and every faithful Miniſter, to live is 
Chriſt, I come now in the ſecond place to ſhew 
upon what accounts death 1s gain to all them who 

live to Chriſt. | 
And in general it is their gain, as the ſoul then 
enters upon a ſtate of perfect freedom from all 
the troubles and calamities, from all the ſufferings 
and temptations, and ſorrows incident to human 
life. By this the bleſſedneſs of good men is often 
held forth in ſcripture. Thus Iſaiah lvii. 1, 2. 
The righteous is taken away from the evil to 
I come; 
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come; he ſhall enter into peace; they foall reſt 
on their beas, each one walking in their upright- 
neſs. And the new Jeruſalem above, is deferibed 
as a place where good męn enjoy a ſafe retreat 
from all the troubles to which they are now ex- 
poled. Rev. xxi. 4. And God fhall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes, and there ſhall be no more 
death, neither ſorrow nor crying, nor ſhall there 
be any more pain : for the former things are paſſed 
away; that is, the evils and calamities they endured 
are gone, and ſhall never return to afflict them 
any more. But to excite our deſires after this 
happy ſtate, I will mention ſome of thoſe evils 
from which' they reſt at death, and the poſitive 
happineſs upon which they enter then, from which 
it will appear that for them to die is gain. 

1. Death is a Chriſtian's gain, as he hath then a 
complete deliverance from ſinning and offending 
againſt God, Ir 1s true, the reigning power of ſin 
is partly broken in good men in this life by ſo- 
vereign grace, yet ſtill it dwells and works in 
them, producing freſh acts of diſobedience. But 
in heaven the very being of {in is deſtroyed, and 
not the lealt remains of corruption ſhall follow 
us there, We ſhall be preſented before God with- 
out ſpot or wrinkle, or any imperfection. We 
ſhall then be as holy as we can deſire, and heaven 
will preſerve our virtue for ever entire. Now the 
faint groans under fin as his heavieſt burden, and 
1s highly pleaſed with any partial victories he ob- 
rains over it. And how does he mourn when it 
overcomes him; and he earneſtly defires an entire 
deliverance from its power and {way ; crying with 
the Apoſtle, O wretched man that I am! who 


ſhall deliver me from this body of fin and death ? 


How wall he then congratulate himſelf and praiſe 
God, 
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God, when he obtains a complete reſt from it ? 
Never was a right's ſleep ſo refreſhing to a weary 
benighted traveller, as this reſt muſt be to them 
who have finiſhed their courſe, have- fought a 
ge d fight, and kept the faith. 

2. Death is the Chriſtian's gain, as it for ever 
frees him from the temptations of Satan. It is a 


conſtant ſource of no ſmall uncaſineſs to him while 


in the body, that though he hath ſhaken off the 
fetters of the powers of darkneſs, and aſſerted his 
freedom in the Lord, that yet he is ſtill expoſed 
to their aſſaults, and he too often finds them ſuc- 
ceſsful to diſturb his peace. But when the ſoul is 
admitted into heaven, the conflict is at an end. 
There the devil and his agents ſhall never enter 
to diſturb the happineſs of the righteous, nor to 
attack their virtue. And when once landed in 
thoſe peaceful regions, with what pleaſure will the 


Chriſtian look back on the rough and ſtormy ocean 


upon which he failed, and for ever defy thoſe ene 
mies which too often aſſaulted him here with fuc- 


ceſs. How cheerfully will he then ſing that tri- 
umphant ſong, Rev. xii. 10. Now ig come ſalvation 
and ſtrength, and the kingdom of our God, and the 


power of his Chriſt : for the accuſer of our brethren 
is caſt down which accuſed them before God day and 
night, and will never lift up his head to afflict 
them any more. The devil and his ſlaves ſhall 
have their part in the lake of fire and brimſtone, 
that burneth for ever, and ſhall never paſs over 
the gulph fixed between the righteous and them, 
to tempt them, or interrupt their joy any more. 

3. Death is gain, as it delivers the Chriſtian 
from all doubts concerning his ſtate, and all fears 
of future condemnation. It is true, indeed, that 
when we are juſtified by faith, we have peace with 
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God through Jeſus Chriſt; and there is no vin- 
tlictive wrath or fury in him againſt us. But not- 
withſtanding this, how often do we incur his fa- 
therly diſpleaſure, and miſtake it for eternal wrath, 
But in heaven he will be angry with us no more. 
He will, in the day of judgment, with his own 
mouth, pronounce his ſervants righteous, and en- 
tirely free them from an accuſing conſcience and 
a condemning law. For the faithful and true wit- 
neſs hath ſaid, that they who believe in him ſhall 
never be brought into condemnation. The Lord 
will bleſs them, and they ſhall be bleſſed for ever. 
Their ſpiritual ſenſes will then convince them that 
all their jealouſies were vain, and that God is in- 
finitely good, and they eternally happy. 

4. The Chriſtian is alſo delivered from all thoſe 


_ diviſions and quarrels which we too often are en- 


gaged in with much keenneſs in this life. There 
will be no parties or factions in the celeſtial world. 
One will no more ſay, I am of Paul; another, I 

am of Apollos; nor a third, I am of Cephas. With 
their bodies they lay aſide all their feuds and ani- 
moſities, and narrow ſentiments, which their dit- 

ferent educations and ways of thinking, and their 

too great eſteem for ſome men's perſons, may have 

unhappily involved them in here below, They 

ſhall be all of one mind, and one heart, and em- 

brace each other in the arms of a ſincere and ar- 
dent charity; and be one ſheepfold under that one 

ſhepherd the Lord Jeſus. 

5. He has a perfect freedom from all grief and 
trouble on account of other men's ſins and misfor- 
tunes. We live now in the midſt of a falſe and 
wicked world ; and though we were entirely freed 
from ſuffering on our own account, yet the wants 
and vices of others, a tender concern for the in- 
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tereſts of religion and virtue, and a juſt abhor- 
rence of abounding profanity and immorality, 
make a good man very uneaſy. When we every 
day ſee ſome ready to ſtarve for want of bread, 
others languiſhing under acute pains; one rela- 
tion ruined by croſs accidents, another taking to 
bad courſes, and growing atheiſtcal and profane; 
this muſt make our lives very unhappy, though 
our condition otherwiſe be never ſo proſperous. 
But in the heavenly ſtate we ſhall have none of 
theſe objects before us; for it is a ſociety of holy 
and happy perions, in which our happineſs will be 
greatly heightened in ſeeing every one bleſſed 
around us. Sin and miſery will be for ever con- 
fined to hell, in which guilty and wicked ſpirits 
will be for ever removed from the ſeats of the 
righteous, by ſituation, and the diſſolution of every 
ſympathiſing tie. 

6. He has a perfect freedom from all trou- 
bles and ill accidents, to which this mortal ſtate 
doth expole us. He ſhall be free from all manner 
of ſickneſs and diſeaſe, from hunger and thirſt, 
from poverty and nakedneſs, and every thing that 
occaſions grief and pain. He ſhall no more be 
obnoxious to the treachery of inſidious friends, or 
the malice of inveterate enemies, nor the cruel 
reports of the {landering tongue. He ſhall then 
be rid of all his troubleſome paſſions, be in no 
danger of diſappointment as to his deſigns, or loſs 
of goods, or oppreſſion and tyranny of bad ma- 
ſters. In a word, he will be delivered from every 
thing that renders his condition now 1n the leaſt 
diſagreeable; and all his paſt diſtreſſes will no 
otherwiſe be remembered, but as it will contribute 
to his gratitude and delight, | 

3 Hitherto 
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Hitherto we have only conſidered death in a ne- 
gative view, as delivering us from the evils and 
calamities, moral and natural, incident to human 
life, as a deliverance from ſin and all inclination 
to ſinning, from all the temptations of Satan and 
fears of divine wrath, from all animoſities and diſ- 
ſenſions, from all forrow on the account of others, 
and from all bodily pain and want. But when we 
take a ſurvey of its poſitive bleſſings, we will ſee 
that to die is indeed gain. And here a variety of 
the molt deſirable things preſent themlelves to our 
view, as—The great alteration for the better that 
is made upon the perſons of good men: The glo- 
rious place where they live :—The agreeable com- 
pany they converſe with: The delightful exerciſes 
in which they ſpend their time: The unſpeakable 
communications of God's love to their ſouls. Of 
theſe J would ſpeak a little, taking the ſcriptures 
for ** guide. 

The great alteration for the better that will 
be then made upon the ſouls and bodies of good 
men. That their ſouls ſhall then be changed much 
to the better, is plain from what the Apoltle ſays, 
Heb. xii. 23. where deſcribing the happineſs of 
the heavenly ſtate, he calls thoſe of mankind who 
are admitted there, the ſpirits of juſt men made 
perfect. The perfection of the ſoul conſiſts in the 
perfection of the underſtanding, which conſiſts in 
the knowledge of truth; and that ot the will, 


which conſiſts in the choice and love of what is 


_— 

The ſoul ſhall then be made perfect in know- 
Edge. Here we know but in part; we underſtand 
but as children, and ſee darkly as through a glals : 
But in the other world, when we are arrived at 
the full growth of our intellectual faculties, we 


2 Hall 


- — 


2 ꝶ———— —— — — 


— ·⅛,⏑ —— „ — — —— — 


— — 


— „ 
— = 
- 


CCC Tee Ce — a 


—— —— — 


«© —— — 
—— 


| 


— > 
—— _ 
— » m_ = — 
2 . ” 
— — — — 


— — — — 

= — _ _ - - — 
* W we wn” — W_—_ — » — — * - —— — 
— —_ — DJ — . — — = _ - — 


- — 
- — — — 


X A — — k 
a . * — — — 
V A, * 
2 

— — 2 

= 

" a : 

A 

: 

\ 


6e s ey” ee aulEgrre a —_—— ͤœĩ˙—. Fr! — — ——— 


v * * — - 
—ů*—³ —-ꝛ̃̃ TIT — — — — — 
— = - 


[ 28 ] 


ſhall! put away thoſe childiſh things, and have a 
far more clear See e of God and of his works 
than any of the greateſt divines or moſt learne 
philoſophers ever had in this embadied ſtate. 
Then fhall we ſee God face to face, and know as 
we are known. Now our knowledge coſts us 
much labour, and when it 1s acquired, we are 
always in danger of loſing it; but in the other 
world it ſhall coſt us no pains, and never be for: 
gotten. Then the heavenly myſteries will be all 
unveiled, the work of redemption ſhall be our 
eternal wonder, and we will for ever admire thoſe 
exertions of diyine power, wiſdom, love, juſtice, 
holineſs, mercy and truth, that contrived and exe- 
cuted this glorious plan. Then faith will be ſwal- 
lowed up in viſion, and hope in fruition. And 
good men ſhall be poſſeſſed of the higheſt aſſur- 
ance that God 1s, and that he is the rewarder of 
them who diligently ſeek him. | 

2. The will of the ſaint alſo ſhall be made per- 
fect in love. This is but the natural effect of the 
former. For the underſtanding having ſuch clear 
and complete views of God's infinite perfection 
and love, cannot but ſee him as the molt glorious 
and amiable object, and moſt perfect good; and 
in conſequence of this, cannot but cleave unto 
him, with the whole heart, and find the moſt ex- 
alted pleaſure in doing ſo. Every inferior love 
will be quite burnt up in this new flame. We 
ſhail ſee ſuch inexhauſtible treaſyres of bliſs in 
God, that we ſhall defire and delight in him infi- 
nitely more than in any other good thing that ever 
ſolicited our love; and love him ſo intenſely, until 
our ſouls are quite changed into the nature 4 the bee 
loved, until we are as hke him as finite beings 


kan pez and we are in g manger one wich him in 


will 


r 


29 } 
will and perfection, which is the completion of 
love. 
2. The bodies of good men ſhall alſo be made 
erfect in the morning of the reſurrection. We 
mall then be clothed with glorious, ſpiritual, 
incorruptible and immortal bodies; even bodies 
faſhioned like unto the glorious body of the 
bleſſed Jeſus. And what a glorious body that is, 
will in ſome meaſure appear from what the three 
Apoſtles ſaw at his transfiguration, when his face 
did ſhine as the ſun, and his raiment was white and 
gliſtering. Luke ix. 29. Yet with ſuch bodies as 
theſe will the ſaints be clothed at the reſurrec- 
tion, bright as the ſun, nimble and active as the 
wind, and differing as much from what they are 
at preſent, as the heavenly manſions do from the 
priſon of the grave, in which they are now lodged. 
3. They ſhall live for ever jn the moit glorious 
place. That there 1s a local heaven, is evident 
trom ſcripture. To this the glorificd body of our 
Saviour aſcended, and thither ſhall all his ſaints 
be gathered, to be for ever with the Lord. The 
ſacred oracles teach us to conſider heaven as far 
above all thoſe parts of the creation that are viſi- 
ble to our eyes, and out of the ſtench and vapour 
of this corruptible earth; for it is (tiled the higheſt 
or third heavens. I here God has erccted his 
throne, and it is a throne of glory, high and lifted 


up; and there it is that Jeſus dwells in p-rſon. 


And muſt it not be a delightful place, which, be- 
ſides all its natural beauties, is adorned wich the il- 
luſtrious preſence of the Son of God, who, after all 
his triumphs over the powers of darkneſs, is in- 
veſted with the fulneſs of power and glory, and 
made lord and ruler both of angels and en Yet 
no worſe a place than this will be aſſigned co the 
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righteous, no meaner a preſence ſhall they ſtand 
in, and no leſs a glory ſhall they continually be- 
hold. 

4. They ſhall ſpend their time in the delightful 
company of holy angels, and the ſpirits of juſt 
men made perfect. There is in heaven the great 
aſſembly of archangels and angels who never loſt 
their integrity, and ſo much reſemble their creator 
. in goodneſs and love, who bear the warmeſt af- 
fection to holy ſouls, and conſider it as their great- 
eſt delight to make them happy. There is in 
heaven too the redeemed and ranſomed of the Lord, 
who are free from every error and miſtake, from 
every peeviſh and narrow ſentiment, and whoſe 
hearts are ſweetened with a divine goodneſs and 
univerſal love, There angels and glorified ſaints 
live in one family, are formed to the ſincereſt 
friendſhip, and rejoice in each other's happineſs. 
And with what delight muſt good men ſpend an 
eternity in ſuch honourable and loving company. 
There they ſhall rejoice 1n the ſociety of patriarchs 
and prophets, of apoſtles and martyrs, and all thoſe 
burning and ſhining lights whoſe zeal for God and 
religion have embalmed their memory amongſt 
good men. In a word, all thoſe whom we loved, 
and whoſe company we ever deſired, ſhall then be 
reſtored to us, ſo as never to be ſeparated any 
more, but to live in perfect peace, and to enjoy 
their company in all their endearments of friend- 
ſhip and love. 

. Good men will be employed to all eternity 
in the moſt delightful manner. And though we 
are much to ſeek as to particulars here, yet we 
may be {ure that their employments are ſuch as are 
ſuitable to their perfect natures, the glorious place 
where they live, the. preſence of 'that God before 

| whom 
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whom they ſtand, and the noble company with 
which they converſe. 1. There we may be ſure 
they are employed in the contemplation of God 
and his works, in whoſe light they ſee light. The 
acquiſition of knowledge will be their delightful 
exerciſe, of which they will never grow weary, but 
improve to all eternity. 2. They will be employed 
in loving God, and breathing out their deſires after 
him. As our knowledge at preſent is narrow, ſo 
our love is languid. But in heaven both are raiſed 
to the higheſt pitch, and the one in proportion to 
the other. The more the ſaints in heaven know 
of God, the more they admire his beauty, and the 
more ardently do they love him. There they love 
God with all their hearts, and cannot chuſe to do 
otherwiſe, when they have ſuch inexhauſtible charms 
of beauty before them, and no rival of their af- 
fections. 3. But of all their works that of praiſe 
and thankſgiving is taken notice of in ſcripture as 
their peculiar office and conſtant employment 
above, Rev. v. 10. iv. 11. v. 9, 10. XV. 3. What 
pleaſant lives muſt they needs live, who have the 
object of their praiſes ever before them to enliven 
their devotions. 4. In heaven the ſaints are em- 
ployed in the exerciſe of love to their fellow ſub- 
jects. Charity never faileth, but is perfected there, 


and diſplays itlelf in all the acts of friendſhip to 


angels and holy ſouls. There they ſhall entertain 
each other with the moſt delightful converſation, and 
with overflowing hearts ſpeak of that grace whereby 
the divine life was begun and carried on to per- 
fection in their ſouls; of the excellencies and love 
of Chriſt, and of the ſpirit; the temptations they 
have overcome through the blood of the Lamb, 
and the gracious care of divine providence in bring- 
ing them to glory. 

6. But 
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6. But laſtly, they ſhall receive the ineffable 


communications. of divine love. God will there 
diſplay to his ſaints the mild rays of his reconciled 
face, and manifeſt as much of his uncreated excel- 
lencies as created beings can ſupport. They ſhall 
drink of the rivers of divine pleaſure, and have 
every thing that can ſatisfy an immortal ſpirit in 
all its capacities of delight. The happineſs of 
heaven conſiſts in being ever with the Lord. And 
to be always in his company to whom they are in- 
debted for their ſalvation, is a conſiderable part of 
their happineſs : to ſee their great benefactor ſo 
well rewarded for his wonderous love; to ſee him 
in his human nature exalted at the Father's right 
hand, far above principalities and powers, having a 
name that is above every name, and allowed to ap- 
pear continually in his preſence, muſt afford in- 


finite joy. And the Lamb ſhall lead them to foun- 


tains of living waters, and God ſhall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes. And they ſhall have 
delightful communion with the Holy Spirit, who 


concurs with the Father and the Son as on earth, 


{o in heaven, io warm the hearts of the whole aſ- 
ſembly of the firſt-born with his refreſhing in- 
fluences of light, of life and joy. And all this hap- 
ineſs will never come to an end: for heaven is the 
everlaſting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour, 
the righteous go away into eternal life, and the 
pleaſures on God's right-hand endure for evermore. 
I proceed, in the 3d place, to conſider the con- 
nection between living to Chriſt, and gaining by 
death; or the influence of a holy life to make a 
happy death. 
And here let it be obſerved, that our living to 
Chriſt does not merit that we ſhould be happy 


after death. As ſoon may we think to purchaſe a 
great 
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1 
great eſtate with a few farthings, as to merit heaven 
by our works. Says our Saviour, Luke xvii. 10. 
Il hen ye have done all thoſe things which are com- 
manded you, ſay, we are unprojitable ſervants. The 
gift of God is eternal life, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. 

But the connection lies in what follows : 

1. According to the conſtitution of the Goſpel, 
living to the glory of Chriſt is ncceſſary to fir us 
for a happy death. Z@Zxcep? a man be born again, 
he cannot ſee the ing dum of God. john iii. 3. Not 
every one that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, fhall enter 
ento the kingdom of heaven, but he that doth the will 
of my Father which is in heaven. Matth. vii. 21. 
It is by a patient continuance in well doing, that <we 
muſs ſeek for glory, honour, and immortality, and eter- 
nal life. Rom. ii. 7, We mult live foberly, righ- 
teoufly, and godly in this preſent world, if we would 
look for the bleſſed hope. Titus ii. 11, 12. And we 
muſt have our fruit unto holineſs, if we would have 
our end, everlaſting life. Rom. vi. 22. 

All theſe expreſſions imply a religious life and 
converſation for a continuance. But I take not 
upon me to ſay, how much of every perſon's life 
mult be ſpent in a virtuous courſe to fit him for 
death, that he may die comiortably ; nor will I 
preſume to limit the mercy of God, by affirming 
that none are converted and made alive unto righ- 
teouſneſs in the laſt moments of life. This, how- 
ever, I will maintain, that ſuch inſtances are ex- 
tremely rare; and it is a ſtrong proof that death- 
bed promiſes are for the molt part ineſlectual, fince 
few ſuch bed promiles are regarded by them that 
recover. The promiles of the Goſpel , for the moſt 
part, are made to ſuch as live holy lives for a con- 
tinuancc; not to ſuch as enter upon religion at the 
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concluſion of a life ſpent in ſin and rebellion againſt 
God. And it is but ſmall conſolation that can be 
adminiſtered to them, who make ſuch a deſperate 
delay of the great work for which they were ſent 
into the world; and it is ſcarcely to be expected 
that they ſhould die with cheerful hopes of 
being for ever with the Lord. 

2. In the very nature of the thing, living to 
Chriſt, 1s a happy preparation for dying com- 
fortably. If we conſider heaven as a ſtate, as well 
as a place, the perſon who expects to be happy 
there, muſt have a taſte and reliſh for its employ- 
ments and enjoyments. Happineſs 1s a relative 
thing, and requires a correſpondence between the 
faculties that are to be entertained and the objects 
that are to be enjoyed. Heaven is a holy place; 
and without holineſs no man ſhall fee the Lord, 
Into the new Jeruſalem above nothing that defileth 
can enter, nothing that is impure can ſubſiſt. And 
if a wicked man were admitted there, with all his 
impure inclinations and finful affections, he could 
not be happy, but would be miſerable amidit all 
its pleaſures and joys ; becauſe they would be no 
ways ſuited to his taſte. What pleaſure could he 
have in the immediate preſence of a God of infi- 
nite purity, ſince in his light he would ſce himſelf 
in all his deformity and guilt ? None at all. Whar 
ſatisfaction could he have in ſinging the praiſes of 
God and of the Lamb, who was never accuſtomed 
to theſe deyout exerciſes upon earth? Surely none. 


Could he have any delight in doing the will of 


God, who had lived upon earth in open hoſtility 
againſt him? None at all. No more could he be 
happy in the ſociety of angels, and the ſpirits of 


juſt men made perfect, whoſe hearts are ſweetened 


with a divine goodneſs, and live in love; becauſe 
3 his 
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his is full of enmity and ſin. Heaven would be no 
heaven to ſuch a perſon, and he would wiſh to be 
any where elſe, except in hell, where his torment 
could only exceed that which he would endure in 
a place which would ſhew him to himſelf in all his 
{in and uglineſs. We mult be made new creatures 
before we leave this world, or elſe we can never 
enjoy the happineſs of the next? For what felloto- 
hip hath righteouſneſs with unrigbtebuſneſs? Aud 
what communion hath light with darkneſs ? And what 
concord hath Chrijt with Belial ? 

But, upon the other hand, a religious life qua- 
lifies us for the joys of heaven, and makes us to 
long for that happy ſtate in which all our virtuous 
deſires ſhall be ſatisfied to the full. It enlightens 
and exalts the mind, it purifies and refines the 
heart, and fits the ſoul for the contemplation and 
enjoyment of God and Chriſt. It is the beginning 
of heaven upon earth, and an anticipation of eter- 
nal happineſs. And we can never have a temper 
ſuited to the work of heaven, unleſs we are inured 
here to ſuch a courſe of holineſs as I was deſcribing, 
under the firſt head. 

If upon Goſpel principles we do repent, and 
yield ourſelves unto the Lord; if we live to his 
glory, and have a temper and converſation accord- 
ing to his laws; ſuch a courſe of life will naturally 
prepare us for ſuch a death. But a lite ſpent in 
hoſtility againſt God, can never terminate in ſuch 
a death, without the interpoſition of a miracle of 
divine power and grace. And mult not that man 
be moſt daringly preſumptuous, who will perſiſt 
in his ſins unto the laſt, in the vain hope that God 
will work a miracle for him, that he may dic hap- 
pily. Let none of us deceive ourſelves with fuch 
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vain expectations, but let us /zve to the Lord, that 
death may be gain. 

3. The kindneſs and love which Chriſt bears to 
his faithful Miniſters require, that they ſhould be 
diſtinguiſhingly rewarded hereafter. They are 
often reviled, maltreated, and perſecuted for his 
ſake here; and 1s it not moſt reaſonable to 
think, that he, who 1s ſuch a bountiful Maſter, 
as not to let the meaneſt ſervices pals unnoticed 
and unrewarded, will ſurely recompence his faith- 
ful Miniſters for all their ſufferings and eminent 
ſervices in his caufe. Accordingly he hath pro- 
ene this, Luke xvii. 29, 30. And he ſaid unto them, 

erily © fey unto you there is no man that hath left 
boſe or pareuis, ON brethren, or wife, or children, for 
the Ringdaom cf Ged's ſaxe, Tho fpall not receive ma- 
rifold mere in this preſent lime, and in the world to 
come life everlaſting, Luke xvii. 20, 30. And, I ap- 
Pcint unto yeu @ kinndom, as my Father hath appointed 
unto ines, that ye may eat and drink at my table in 
my kinedom, and fit en thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Hrael. And it is ſaid Dan. x11. 3. They 
te that turn many to righteouſneſs ſhall thine as 
« the ſtars for ever and ever.” 

What now remains is the improvement of this 
ſubject. 

1. Since death is gain to every one who lives 10 
Chriſt, this conſideration ſhould teach us patience 
under all the evils and ſufferings which we may 
meet with, and it ought to make us contented and 
willing to leave this world when God pleaſes. 

Man is born to trouble as the ſparks fly up- 
wards. No affliction for the preſent is joyous but 
1 And had the Chriſtian hope only in 

this life, he would ſometimes be moſt miſerable. 
But there is a period faſt approaching, when the 
righteous 
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righteous ſhall enter into peace, and reſt upon 
their beds, each one walking in his uprightneſs, 
reaping the comfortable fruits of their ſincerity 
towards God, and their conſtancy and ſufferings 
in his cauſc. The grave is a place of reſt and 
freedom trom every evil and trouble. There the 
wicked ceaſe from troubling, and there the weary are 
at reſt; there the priſoners reſt together, they hear 
not the voice of the oppreſſor, the ſmall and the great 
are there, and the ſervant is free from his maſter. 
As ſoon as good men enter into another world, 
they are exempted from all manner of ſuffering; 
and nothing but the joyful remembrance of their 
conſtancy and patience under tribulations, and 
their plentiful reward ſhall remain with them there. 
And the more our troubles have abounded here, 
the greater ſhall our happineſs be hereafter. Let 
us then manfully bear up under all the aMictions 
which we may be viſited with in this life, which 
at the longeſt are but of ſhort duration; knowing; 
that if we ſuffer with Chriſt, we ſhall be elorified 
together with him: And our light offliftion which i: 
but for a moment, worketh for us à far more eu- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory. 


The conſideration of death's being gain unto a 


good man, ſhould take off the dread and terror ot 


it, and ought to make us contented to leave this 
world. It is only the going through a ſhort dark 
paſſage, into everlaſting glory ; through a narrow 
and difficult gate, into ſuch Joys, as eye never 
jaw, ear never —heard, and ſuch as are too big for 
the heart of man to conceive. And who would 
not be willing to be abſent from the body, that 

he may be preſent with the Lord. 
2. The connection betwixt living to Chriſt, and 
death's being gain, ought to be improved by us all, 
| as 
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as a powerful motive to engage us to live lives of 
piety t -wards God, of juirice and charity towards 
men, and of temperance and purity towards our- 
ſc ves. When we leave this world, nothing will ac- 
company us into another, but the good works which 
by divine grace we have been enabled to perform 
here. Theſe will ſtand by us, when the honours, 
the riches and pleaſures of this life are all left be- 
hind us. There 1s one way indeed to make to 
ourſelves friends of riches in particular, to wit, 
by giving to the poor; hereby we provide our- 
ſelves bags which wax not old, a treaſure in the 
heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, 
neither moth corrupteth. Our great and righteous 
Judge will remember all our works of faith, and 
labours of love, and eternally reward them. 
What encouragement is this to holineſs and obedi- 
ence | 
This life is only the beginning of our exiſtence, 
a ſtate of probation and diſcipline for another 
life; and our condition hereafter ſhall be happy 
or miſerable, according to our preſent - conduct 
and behaviour. Whatſoever a man ſoweth that 
„ ſhall he alſo reap. For he that ſoweth to his 
te fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption; but he 
te that ſoweth to the ſpirit, ſhall of the ſpirit reap 
&« life everlaſting. Gal. vi. 7, 8.” Let us all then 
mortify the deeds of the body that our ſouls may 
live. Let us all make confcience of our duty, 
and endeavour to walk in all the commandments 
and ordinances of the Lord blameleſs ; and let us 
not live unto ourſelves, but unto Chriſt, and 
walk even as he alſo walked, Be ye ſtedfaſt, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, foraſmuch as ye know that your 
labour is not in vain in the Lord, Keep your- 
ſelves 
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ſelves in the love of God, looking for the mercy 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, unto eternal life. Walk 
worthy of the Lord, unto all pleaſing, being fruit- 
ful in every good work, and increaſing in the 


knowledge of God. And after we have done all, 
let us aſcribe the glory to the free and unmerited 
grace of God. 

3. This ſubject ſnews us the happineſs of all 
Chriſt's ſincere ſervants both in lite and death. 
For them to live is Chriſt, and to die is gain. And 
whether they live, they live unto the Lord, or cobe- 
ther they die, they die unto the Lord, whether there- 
fore they live or die they are the Lord's, Rom, 
xiv. 8, 

As this is true of all the faichful ſervants of 
Chrift, I truſt that it is particularly 1» of your late 
reverend and worthy paſtor, whom God his been 
pleaſed to call home to himſelf. For he was a 
good man, full of the Holy Ghoſt, whole fruits 
are goodneſs, righteouſneſs and truth, and of that 
faith which purifieth the heart and worketh by 
love. As I am ſatisfied that there is nothing in 
facred writ that forbids the ſetting forth to a 
Chriſtian aſſembly, the uſeful and exemplary life 
and character of a faithful Miniſter, to excite us 
to live a righteous man's life, that we may die his 
death, and our laſt end be like his; I will there- 
fore, without any other apology, give you ſome 
ſketches of my reverend and dear brother's cha- 
rafter ; both to gratify the expectations of an af- 
fectionate congregation, and to ſtir you up to live 
as he lived. 

The Reverend Robert Lawſon, A. M. was the 
ſon of a Miniſter of the church of Scotland *, 


Mr. John Lawſon Miniſter of Cloſeburn in the Shire of 


Dumfries, 
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whoſe zeal for the truths of the Goſpel, whoſe 
unwearied diligence 1n the various aue of the 
paſtoral office, whoſe exemplary picty, and in- 


flexible integrity, made him highly eſteemed 


by all who knew him. Under his inſpection, he 
was bleſſed with a virtuous education: And it is 
probable that the Father's inſtructions and ex- 
ample were the 'means under God of his receiving 
thoſe deep impreſſions of real religion which 
appeared in all his diſcourſes and in all his 
actions. 

He was educated for the miniſtry at the Uni- 


verſity of Glaſgow, ſtudied divinity under the 


learned and judicious William Leechman, D. D, 
an ornament of his country, and was licenſed to 
preach the Goſpel by that Preſbytery of which his 
father was a member. He was unanimouſly called 
to be Paſtor of this church upon the death of the 
Reverend Mr. William Steele, and laboured 
among you in the work of the miniſtry with much 
approbation and ſuccels. 

God gave him good natural abilities ; and theſe, 
improved by a liberal education, and lanctified by 
divine grace, produced thoſe miniſterial gifts and 

races for which you ſo juſtly eſteemed him. As 
he firmly believed, ſo he conſtantly inculcated all 
the doctrines and duties of C hriſtianity. He prayed 
and preached in the moſt devout, earneſt and af- 
fectionate manner, and in both theſe duties ſhewed 
ſuch an ardour of ſpirit, as engaged your atten- 
tion and love. He had ſuch ſatisfaction in being 
employed in his maſter's work, that he hath often 
told me, that though he heard much better ſer- 
mons than his own, yet he was uneaſy when he 
was not employed 1n the pulpit upon the Lord's 
day. He loved his congregation with the warm- 
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eſt affection, and his heart's deſire and prayer 
5 God for you all, was, that you might be 
aved. 


How regular and fervent was his devotion in 
private, as well as in public ! How great was his 


love to his blefled Lord and Maſter | With what 


zeal did he aſſert his divinity and ſatisfaction, the 
neceſſity of his imputed righteouſneſs to a finner's 
juſtification, and of the operations of the Holy 
Spirit to begin and carry on the divine life in the 
foul. He was much concerned when he heard 
theſe eſſential doctrines of the Goſpel denied, and 
contended earneſtly for the faith once delivered to 
the ſaints, 


The love of money is a ſordid paſſion, and the 


root of much evil; but our deceaſed brother gave 


it little or no place in his heart, He could well 
ſay, He ſought not yours, but you. He never 
hunted after legacies. or pecuniary advantages 
much leſs did he follow any indirect courſes to 
obtain them. His generous and noble ſoul was 
above all theſe ſordid views; and perhaps few 
people deſpiſed money more than he did. 

He carefully cultivated and practiſed the ſocial 
virtues, He was ſincere and upright in all his 
words and actions, and could not bear with diſſi- 
mulation and deceit, He was good-natured, 
courteous, and ready to forgive. A lover of all 

men, how much ſoever they differed from 
him in leſſer matters; and never made his own 
ſentiments the ſtandard of judging of the charac- 
ter of others. He was kind: and beneficent to 
the poor, moſt ſympathiſing towards all in afflic- 
tion, and ready to aſſiſt and comfort them. He 
was alſo exemplary in the ſeveral private and par- 
ticular relations of life; being a moſt dutiful fon, 
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a loving brother, an affectionate huſband, a teri- 
der father, a juſt and eaſy maſter, an obliging 
neighbour, and a moſt ſteady friend. 

Hie was remarkably patient under afflictions. 


For ſeveral years he had enjoyed but little health. 


The warmth and earneſtneſs with which he both 
prayed and preached, and from which he could 
not reſtrain himſelf, greatly hurt his conſumptive 
conſtitution z and I doubt not but that it contri- 
buted to the ſhortening of his days. 

Having lived for many years 1n the greateſt. in- 
timacy and friendſhip with our deceaſed brother, 
I commonly viſited him twice a week during his 
laſt illneſs. He had been ſeized with a violent 
cold and hoarſeneſs, to which he was very liable, 
occaſioned by his walking from his houſe at Hack- 
ney to London upon a very cold and ſnowy day, 
to perform divine ſervice, - When 1 ſaw him a few 
days thereafter, he told me, That he had been, 
and ſtill was extremely ill, and that he thought 
he ſhould not recover, but that he was reſigned, 
« and prepared to die.” He frequently told me, 
as well as ſeveral others who viſited him, That 
« he had the fulleſt aſſurance of his future and 
« eternal happineſs, and did no more doubt of it 
« than of the ſun's being in the firmament.” When 
I obſerved to him, that the full aſſurance of faith 


was not the privilege of every Chriſtian, he ſaid, 


« He knew 1t well, and therefore had the more 
« reaſon to bleſs and praiſe God for his diſtin- 
«© guiſhing goodneſs to his foul.” 

Once or twice his friends entertained hopes of 
his recovery. He himſelf thought he was a good 
deal better, and ſaid, © That he would be thankful 
to God if he was ſpared, but did not deſire to 
live any longer than he might be uſeful, and 
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te wiſhed rather to depart and to be with Chtiſt.“ 
Death had nothing terrible to him in the pro- 
ſpect of it. With the greateſt calmneſs and mi- 
nuteneſs, he gave many ſuitable directions and 
advices. to his wife, with reſpect to her own con- 
duct, and the management of his children; and 
he ſettled all his worldly affairs, and ordered the 
manner of his funeral in the ſame eaſy and agreeable 
way, that a man, who was going from home for a 
few days, would give directions about the manage- 
ment of his domeſtic concerns in his abſence. | 
All his hopes of eternal life were founded upon 
the ſatisfaction, righteouſneſs and interceſſion of 
the Son of God, our Saviour. He often ſaid to 
me, That he was an inſtance of God's reſtrain- 
ing, aſſiſting, and comforting grace.” He had 
been long in the ſchool of affliction, but bleſſed 
God for all his corrections, ſaying, „That they 
4 had been ſanctified to him, in weaning his heart 
* from the gaieties of life, and in giving him a 
% more devout and heavenly turn of mind,” 
During his illneſs he was willing to be as uſe- 
ful as he could to his congregation; he ſaw every 
perſon of it, as long as he was able to ſpeak to 
them, who came to inquire after him, and gave 
them pious and pathetic exhortations. The laſt 
day of his life he roved now and then, but even 
in theſe rovings. of the mind, there appeared a 
religious propenſity ; for he thought he was either 
praying or preaching, or adminiſtering the ſacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper. He was perſectly 
ſenſible for ſome little time before his death, and 
quietly breathed out his ſoul into the hands of his 
Creator and Lord, whom he had terved with his 
ſpirit in the Goſpel of his Son. Mark the eas, 
£34 an 
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and behold the upright man, for the end of that nan 


fs peace. Pſal. xxxvil. 37. 

- Thus lived and died this faithful Miniſter of 
Chriſt, in the ;oth year of his age, having. for 
near 19 years miniſtered unto you in holy things. 

4. Let us all learn to make a due improvement 
of this mournful event. 

You my friends who fat under his miniſtry have 
loſt a faithful and zealous Paſtor, who loved you 
with the moſt ſincere affection ; who took the 
higheſt pleaſure in preaching the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
and performing the ſeveral duties of the paſtoral 
office among you; and was willing to ſpend, and 
to be ſpent in his Maſter's ſervice, Well may ye 

5 and mourn under ſuch a loſs ; when your 

OUS and friendly Paſtor is taken from you. 

efus wept at Lazarus's tomb. John xi. 35, But 
reftrain your grief within bounds; and do not 
forrow as thoſe who have no hope ; For them alſo 
which fleep in Feſus, will God bring with him. 
Call frequently to your remembrance his inſtruc- 
tions, admonitions and reproofs, and endeavour 
to profit by them. And let me tell you, that if 


ye do not, they will riſe up againſt you in the 


day of judgment.——Be ye followers of him, as 
he was a follower of Chriſt. And if ye live as 
he exhorted you to live, and copy after his ex- 
ample, you will both ſave your own ſouls, and be 
gems in his crown of joy and rejoicing in the day 
of Chriſt. Pray that he may be ſucceeded by 
another able Miniſter of the New Teſtament, 
& not of the Letter, but of the Spirit, a work- 
« man that need not be aſhamed, rightly divid- 


40 + Hig word of truth, and thoroughly fur- 
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d unto every good word and work.“ Chriſt 
has 


1 


bas promiſed to give Paſtors according to his 
beart, to feed his people with knowledge and un- 
derſtanding, Jerem. iii. 1 ;. 

To conclude: Let us all learn from this mournful 
event, to conſider our latter end, and to apply 
our hearts unto wiſdom. Let us all ſtudy to live 
the life of the righteous, that we may die his 
death, and our laſt end be like his. For bleſſed 
are the dead which die in the Lord, from henceforth, 
yea, ſaith the Spirit ; that they may reſt from their- 
favaurs, and their works do follow them. 
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